Adam J. Darnell

Education

Ph.D. 2006 Georgia State University, Community Psychology
M.A. 2002 Georgia State University, Community Psychology
B.A. 1997 The Evergreen State College, Psychology

Experience

Principal 2019-present

DDR Consulting (Tacoma, WA)
= Independent contracting for evaluation research, including projects for the Corporation for
National and Community Service, the Seattle-based homelessness advocacy organization
Building Changes, and the French Monitoring Center for Drugs and Addiction

Senior Research Associate 2014-2019
Washington State Institute for Public Policy (Olympia, WA)

= Lead the legislatively required 20-year evaluation and benefit-cost analysis of marijuana
legalization in Washington State

= Qversee all aspects of study design, management, and execution

= Manage and supervise the work of project team

= Report and present study findings to Legislature, media, and diverse stakeholder groups

= Awarded outstanding oral presentation for excellence in bridging science and practice
Senior Research Associate 2011-2014

Casey Family Programs (Seattle, WA)

Independently conducted studies in child welfare including analyses of national datasets and
extraction of administrative data from state and local jurisdictions to examine effects of
various interventions on public child welfare systems

= Consulted on all aspects of program evaluations conducted by external partners

» Provided technical assistance to increase capacity for data-driven decision making in public
child welfare systems

= Co-chaired ethical oversight committee for institutional human subjects research

= Spurred the development of innovative methods for dissemination of research

Project Director & Project Manager 2008-2011 & 2006-2008

EMSTAR Research, Inc. (Atlanta, GA)
= Led the evaluation of federally-funded systems of care, a system change initiative focused
on coordination of services for severely emotionally disturbed youth
= Developed evaluation model for systems of care and applied it to numerous other local
systems of care initiatives in the state
= Managed the development of a multi-site online database to satisfy both service delivery
and evaluation purposes



Cultivated and maintained the participation of diverse stakeholder groups in evaluation
advisory capacity for multiple projects

Managed and supervised project teams

Managed project contracting and budgets

Presented evaluation findings to diverse audiences including youth and families, academic
audiences, state agency executives, boards of directors, and the Governor’s Office and the
First Lady of Georgia

Conducted evaluations for diverse clients including the American Cancer Society, DARE
America, other private non-profit entities, public school systems, a public-private
partnership focused on community collaboration, and various recipients of federal, state, or
local government funding

Graduate Assistant and Instructor 2000-2006
Georgla State University (Atlanta, GA)

Taught three semesters of undergraduate research methods

Received Rogers-Percival Statistics Award for outstanding achievement in statistics by a
graduate student

Assisted numerous program evaluations including logic model development, measure
development, data collection and management, statistical analysis, and reporting
Assessment and training for cultural competence of public behavioral health providers

Advanced Training & Continuing Education

Leadership

2019 Communicating through conflict, Dispute Resolution Center of Thurston County

2018 Leading others, Washington Department of Enterprise Services

2012 Strategic leadership, Casey Family Programs

2012 Facilitation skills, Casey Family Programs

Research

2019 Analytic methods for causal inference in non-experimental settings,
Johns Hopkins University

2013 Missing data analysis, Society for Prevention Research

2008 Probability sampling, instrument development, & system dynamics modeling,
American Evaluation Association Summer Institute

2006 Latent variable growth curve modeling, Oregon Research Institute

2005 Structural equation modeling in longitudinal research, American Psychological

Association Advanced Training Institute
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